
 

 

   

     

 

 

 

 
 
PRELUDE  
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

Officiant:     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

THE GLORIA: Canticle 13, A Song of Praise (S-236) 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 

 

 

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost  

                      Sept. 27, 2020  

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 

fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 

heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Exodus 17:1-7 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 

Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The 

people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do 

you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the 

people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and 

our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with 

this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the 

people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you 

struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the 

rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of 

the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and 

tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

 

PSALM 25:1-8 

 

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting. 



6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 

 

HYMN 686: Come, thou fount of every blessing   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 

Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you 

by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did 

you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John 

as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you 

by what authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to 

the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the 

will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.  

For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

 

THE HOMILY 

The Very Rev. Milton C. Williams, Jr. 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

All say together. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Please respond to each bidding with “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Lector: 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may 

be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal 

your glory in the world. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

Lector: 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the 

ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another 

and serve the common good. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

Lector: 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 

that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others 

and to your honor and glory. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 



Lector: 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant 

that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he 

loves us. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

Lector: 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 

spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 

bring them the joy of your salvation. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

Lector: 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will 

for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share 

with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Hymn 343, Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless 

 

 

 



 
 

THE BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God and of his son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. And the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

THE DISMISSAL  
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

   

 

PRAYER LIST 

 

OUR PRAYERS are requested for those suffering with the COVID-19 virus, the family 

members and healthcare workers who are taking care of the sick, the grocery workers and 

delivery people who are keeping us fed, and those who are suffering financially.   
 

PRAYERS are also requested for:     
 

Those in Need Of Prayers: 

Baby Ellie Kate, David (father of Dana Johnson), Cynthia and Harmon, Ellie, Keith, Kristen, 

Laura, Mary and Eason, Michael and family, Milacey (Kathy Huff’s cousin), Michele and Eric, 

Rachel, Ruby, Scott, Shannon, Teresa, Tim (uncle of Rich Cisney), Henrietta Caroline Barber, 

Joyce Brown, Chaloub family, Tim Cole, Fran Collier, family and friends of Richard Curran 

(Jane Woody’s brother-in-law), Brian Dancy, Emma Fraley (Felicia Cole’s grandmother), Bud 

Fry, Robbie Gandy, Donna Greeson, Maria Griffin, Danny Hall, Walter Henson (cousin of Vara 

Cox), Cathy Isaacs, Michael Johnson, Molly O'Tuel Johnson, Catherine Kresken, David Layton 

(husband of Charlotte Layton), Brad Mack, Dennis Makool, Ryan Marion, Donna Mellen, 

Julienne Murray, Michael John O'Neal, Deb Parker, Tim Patton, Cameron Peck, Michael Blair 

Potter (son of Dottie Stultz), Jo Roberson, Holly Roberts, Pamela Muñoz Roberts, Martin 

Robertson, Bill Rogers, The Rev. Mike Schnatterly, Laura Shinn, Donald Smith and family, 

Cathy Sternbergh, Alana Stubbs, Patrick Suits, Lorraine Taylor, Carol Teasley, Cindy Uzzell, 

Fred Warnecke, Philip Weathersbee, Dorinda Whitty, Gary and Marilyn Williams, Helene and 

Kirk Williams, and Katherine Woody.   
 

Those Serving in the Armed Forces and First Responders:   

Will, Lt. Rick Battle, Sgt. Thomas Earls, Justin Gray, Steve Lynch, Ana and Devin McMahan,  



Michael McNeil, Edward Savich, Dep. Allen Upson, Sgt. David Upson, Maj. Ben Watson, and  

their families.   
 

Please email us at mailto:announcements@stfrancisgreensboro.org with any additions or 

updates to our prayer list!     

 

 

 


