
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE  
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

Officiant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

THE GLORIA: Glory to God in the highest (S-280) 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 

 

 

 Eighth Sunday After Pentecost  

                 July 26, 2020  

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 

Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass 

through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

PSALM 128 

1 Happy are they all who fear the LORD, * 

and who follow in his ways! 

2 You shall eat the fruit of your labor; * 

happiness and prosperity shall be yours. 

3 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your house, * 

your children like olive shoots round about your table. 

4 The man who fears the LORD * 

shall thus indeed be blessed. 

5 The LORD bless you from Zion, * 

and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. 

6 May you live to see your children's children; * 

may peace be upon Israel. 

 

HYMN 488: Be thou my vision      

                                       

 



 

 

 
 

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 

 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 

someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 

the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.” 

 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed 

in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in 

his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of 

great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 

kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out 

the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 

righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 

 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every 

scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 

brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

 



THE HOMILY 

 The Very Rev. Milton C. Williams, Jr. 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

All say together. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

 



For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have   

mercy."   

 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of   

all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the  

Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this city of Greensboro, for every city and community, and for those who live in them,   

let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy.  
 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us 

pray to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering,  

let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and  

captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray  

to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the  

Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let  

us pray to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy. 
 

In the communion of Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Francis, and all your saints, let us commend  

ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. Let us pray to the Lord.   

Lord, have mercy.   

 

The Officiant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

 

 



THE BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God and of his son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. And the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 

you always. Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL  

Officiant     Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE 


