
 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

PRELUDE  
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Officiant:          Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

People:           And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 

Amen.   
 

GLORIA: S278  
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   

 

 

 

First Sunday After Christmas                                                  

Dec. 27, 2020 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this 

light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 

 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. 

Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But 

now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in 

order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And 

because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So 

you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM: 147:13-21       Sung by all 

Anglican chant by Sam Doyle, based on Joy to the world!                             

 
 

Refrain: First line of Joy to the world! 

  

13        Worship the LORD, O Je- / rusalem; * 

            praise your God, O / Zion; 

  

14        For he has strengthened the bars of your / gates; * 

he has blessed your children with- / in you. 

  

15        He has established peace on your / borders; * 

he satisfies you with the finest / wheat. 

  

16        He sends out his command to the / earth, * 

and his word runs very / swiftly. 

  

17        He gives snow like / wool; * 

he scatters hoarfrost like / ashes. 

  

18        He scatters his hail like / bread crumbs; * 

who can stand against his / cold? 

  

19        He sends forth his word and / melts them; * 

he blows with his wind, and the waters / flow. 

  

20        He declares his word to / Jacob, * 

his statutes and his judgments to / Israel. 

  

†21      He has not done so to any other / nation; * 

to them he has not revealed his judgments. 

 Hal- / lelujah! 

  

Refrain 

 

 

 



HYMN 100: Joy to the world!  

 

 

 

 

 
 



THE GOSPEL: John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 

what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 

he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 

man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, 

full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me 

ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The 

law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is 

God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 

 

THE HOMILY 
Ms. Felicia Cole, director of Children’s and Youth Ministry 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

All say together. 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Please respond to the bidding “Lord, in your mercy” with “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Intercessor:  Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

   That we all may be one.  

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 

   humbly serve you; 

   That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

   That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 

   Sacraments. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 



Intercessor: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 

   of the world; 

   That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

   That our works may find favor in your sight. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or      

   trouble; 

   That they may be delivered from their distress.  

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: Give to the departed eternal rest; 

   Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

   May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor:  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 

OFFERTORY 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  Love Came Down at Christmas 

John Rutter, Text: Christina Rossetti 

  

Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine; Love was born at Christmas. Star and angels 

gave the sign. 

 

Worship we the Godhead, love incarnate, love divine; worship we our Jesus: but wherewith for sacred 

sign? 

 

Love shall be our token, love be yours and love be mine; love to God and all men, love for plea, and gift 

and sign. 

 

CHRISTMAS BLESSING  
 

THE DISMISSAL  

 

POSTLUDE  

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER LIST  

 

OUR PRAYERS are requested for those suffering with the COVID-19 virus, the family 

members and healthcare workers who are taking care of the sick, the grocery workers and 

delivery people who are keeping us fed, and those who are suffering financially.   
 

PRAYERS are also requested for: 

 

Those in Need Of Prayers: 

Baby Ellie Kate, David (father of Dana Johnson), Cynthia and Harmon, Don, Ellie, Keith, 

Kristen, Laura, Lindzy, Nathan, Jacob and Wyatt (niece of Sheri Martin and her family), Nancy 

and her daughter Emily, Rachel, Ruby, Scott, Shannon, Tim (uncle of Rich Cisney), Henrietta 

Caroline Barber, Kitty Baker and her parents (Francis and Al Brame), Brian Beaupre, Kara 

Bramhall (daughter-in-law of Beth and Jim Bramhall), Joyce Brown, Chaloub family, Glenn 

Clark (brother of Sandra Shields), Eleanor (granddaughter of Ken and Claudia Clarke), Teresa 

Class, Tim Cole, Fran Collier, Brian Dancy, Emma Fraley (Felicia Cole’s grandmother), Bud 

Fry, Sydney Gaffney, Robbie Gandy, Donna Greeson, Maria Griffin, Betsy Grillo, Danny Hall, 

Walter Henson (cousin of Vara Cox), Cathy Isaacs, Michael Johnson, Molly O'Tuel Johnson, 

Catherine Kresken, Sonny Lackey, David Layton (husband of Charlotte Layton), Bruce Lyon, 

Brad Mack, Dennis Makool, Ryan Marion, Sheri Martin, Donna Mellen, Julienne Murray, 

Michael John O'Neal, Deb Parker, Tim Patton, Michael Blair Potter (son of Dottie Stultz), Jo 

Roberson, Holly Roberts, Pamela Muñoz Roberts, Martin Robertson, Bill Rogers, The Rev. 

Mike Schnatterly, Scott Shearin, Laura Shinn, Donald Smith and family, Cathy Sternbergh, 

Patrick Suits, Carol Teasley, Laurie and Chris Toensing, Cindy Uzzell, Fred and Gail Warnecke, 

Philip Weathersbee, Dorinda Whitty, Gary and Marilyn Williams, Helene and Kirk Williams, 

and Katherine Woody.   
 

Those Serving in the Armed Forces and First Responders:   

Will, Lt. Rick Battle, Sgt. Thomas Earls, Justin Gray, Steve Lynch, Ana and Devin McMahan,  

Michael McNeil, Edward Savich, Dep. Allen Upson, Sgt. David Upson, Maj. Ben Watson, and  

their families.   
 

Please email us at mailto:announcements@stfrancisgreensboro.org with any additions or 

updates to our prayer list. 

 


