
 

 

 

                           Christmas Eve 
                                           Dec. 24, 2020 
 

 

CHORAL PRELUDE  

 
 Love Came Down at Christmas 

John Rutter 

Text: Christina Rossetti 

  

Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine; Love was born at Christmas. Star and angels 

gave the sign. 

Worship we the Godhead, love incarnate, love divine; worship we our Jesus: but wherewith for sacred 

sign? 

Love shall be our token, love be yours and love be mine; love to God and all men, love for plea, and gift 

and sign. 
  

 

While Shepherds Watched Their Sheep 

XVII Century, arr. Hugo Jungst 

  

While shepherds watched their sheep by night, Glad tidings brought an angel bright; 

How great their joy, joy, joy, joy! Glory to God in heaven on high! 

 “Fear not at all,” he said to them, “Jesus is born in Bethlehem!” 

How great their joy, joy, joy, joy! Glory to God in heaven on high! 

 “There shall ye find in stable mean, Christ who shall save the world from sin;” 

How great their joy, joy, joy, joy! Glory to God in heaven on high! 

 Jesus we hasten to adore, Grant us thy blessing evermore; 

How great their joy, joy, joy, joy! Glory to God in heaven on high! 

  

 

Lullay My Liking 

Gustav Holst 

Words from A Mediaeval Anthology 

  

(Refrain) Lullay my liking, my dear Son, my Sweeting; Lullay my dear Heart, mine own dear Darling. 

  

I saw a fair maiden sitten and sing: She lulled a little child, A sweeté Lording.  refrain 

That Eternal Lord is He That made allé thing; Of allé Lordés He is Lord, Of every King He’s 

King.  refrain     

There was mickle melody At that childés birth; Though the songsters were heavenly They madé mickle 

mirth.  refrain 

Angels bright they sang that night And saiden to that Child “Blessed be Thou and so be she That is so 

meek and mild.”  refrain 

Pray we now to that Child As to his Mother dear, God grant them all His blessing That now maken 

cheer.  refrain 

  

 

 

 

 



Torches 

John Joubert 

Words from The Oxford Book of Carols by permission 

  

Torches, torches, run with torches All the way to Bethlehem! 

Christ is born and now lies sleeping; Come and sing your songs to him! 

Ah, Roro, Roro, my baby, Ah, Roro, my love, Roro; 

Sleep you well, my heart’s own darling, while we sing you our Roro. 

Sing my friends and make you merry, Joy and joy again; 

Lo, he lives, the King of heaven, Now and evermore. Amen. 

THE SERVICE 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

Officiant:     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

THE GLORIA: S278  
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 

 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 

we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 

where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 

on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 

and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

and all the garments rolled in blood 

shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 



PSALM: 98  

(First line of Joy to the world! as antiphon before and after the Psalm) 

With organ and Quartet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 100: Joy to the world!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



THE GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 

the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns 

to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David 

called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 

the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great 

joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 

 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 
THE HOMILY 

The Very Rev. Milton C. Williams, Jr. 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

All say together. 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Please respond to the bidding “Lord, in your mercy” with “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Intercessor:  Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  

   That we all may be one.  

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 

   humbly serve you; 

   That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

 

Intercessor: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

   That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 

   Sacraments. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 

   of the world; 

   That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

 



Intercessor: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

   That our works may find favor in your sight. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or      

   trouble; 

   That they may be delivered from their distress.  

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

  

Intercessor: Give to the departed eternal rest; 

   Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

   May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

   Lord, in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor:  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Silent Night 

      Arr. Craig Courtney 

 

Silent night, holy night all is calm, all is bright 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child Holy Infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace Sleep in heavenly peace. 

  

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior is born Christ, the Savior is born. 

  

Silent night, holy night Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. O Holy Night. 

                     

CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

 

THE DISMISSAL  
 

POSTLUDE  
 


