
 

 

   

        

 

 

 

 
PRELUDE  
 

LIGHTING OF FIRST ADVENT CANDLE (THE CANDLE OF HOPE) 
The Gaunt Family 

Leader: Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Leader: Today is the First Sunday of Advent, in which we recall the hope 

we have in Christ. 
 

 God told Abraham that through him all the nations of the world 

would be blessed, because he trusted and put his hope in God. The 

Old Testament spoke of the coming of Christ, of how a Savior 

would be born, a king in the line of King David. He would rule the 

world wisely and bless all the nations. We too believe in God's 

promise to send Jesus again to this world to establish his kingdom 

upon the earth. 
 

The First Advent Candle is lit. 
 

Leader: Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at the light 

of this candle we celebrate the hope we have in Jesus Christ. 
 

Leader:  Let us pray: 

All: God of Abraham and Sarah and all the Patriarchs of old, you 

are our Father too. Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, 

Son of God, and Son of David. Help us in preparing to celebrate 

his birth, to make our hearts ready and to place our hope in 

you. Help us today and every day to worship you, to hear your 

word, and to do your will by sharing your hope with others. We 

ask it in the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem. Amen. 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

Officiant:     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

AT THE PLACE OF THE GLORIA: S101 Holy God 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 

 

First Sunday of Advent 

                      Nov. 29, 2020  

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 

humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 

living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

ST. FRANCIS JUNIOR HANDBELL CHOIR PERFORMANCE  

 



OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 

 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your 

presence — as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil — to make your name 

known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 

presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him. 

 

You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and 

we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all 

fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 

There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face 

from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your 

hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever.  

 

Now consider, we are all your people. 

 
PSALM 80:1-7, 16-18 

 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O Lord God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered 

despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

 

 



HYMN 56: O come , O come, Emmanuel (vs.1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 

 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 

light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out 

the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 

know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at 

the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 



“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, 

when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper 

to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will 

come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he 

comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

 

THE HOMILY 

The Right Rev. Anne Hodges-Copple, Bishop Suffragan of North Carolina  

 

THE NICENE CREED 

All say together. 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Please respond to each bidding with “Lord, have mercy.” 

 

Intercessor:   For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church 

   of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor:  For our Bishops, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray 

   to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor:  For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in 

   authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor:  For the good earth which God has given us, and for the 

   wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

    

Intercessor:  For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and 

   for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor:  For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the 

   destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who 

   remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor:  For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for 

   all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor:  For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and 

   degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 



Intercessor:  That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without 

   suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Intercessor:  In the communion of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, of Saint     

   Francis, and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and      

   one another, and all our life, to Christ our God, let us pray to  

   the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Carol of the Advent  

                             Besanҫon Carol, Arr. Philip Dietterich 

  

People, look East, the time is near for the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look East, and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way. 

  

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there: 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look East, and sing today: Love, the rose, is on the way. 

  

Birds, though ye long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled. 

Even the hour when wings are frozen, He for fledging time has chosen. 

People, look East, and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way. 

  

Stars keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, 

shining beyond the frosty weather, bring as sun and moon together. 

People, look East, and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way. 

  

Angels, announce to man and beast Him who cometh from the East. 

Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look East, and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

                        

ADVENT BLESSING 

 

THE DISMISSAL  
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

PRAYER LIST  

OUR PRAYERS are requested for those suffering with the COVID-19 virus, the family 

members and healthcare workers who are taking care of the sick, the grocery workers and 

delivery people who are keeping us fed, and those who are suffering financially.   
 

PRAYERS are also requested for: 
 

Those in Need Of Prayers: 

Baby Ellie Kate, David (father of Dana Johnson), Cynthia and Harmon, Don, Ellie, Keith, 

Kristen, Laura, Lindzy, Nathan, Jacob and Wyatt (niece of Sheri Martin and her family), Nancy 

and her daughter Emily, Rachel, Ruby, Scott, Shannon, Tim (uncle of Rich Cisney), Henrietta 

Caroline Barber, Kitty Baker and her parents (Francis and Al Brame), Brian Beaupre, Kara 

Bramhall (daughter-in-law of Beth and Jim Bramhall), Joyce Brown, Chaloub family, Eleanor 

(granddaughter of Ken and Claudia Clarke), Teresa Class, Tim Cole, Fran Collier, Brian Dancy, 

Emma Fraley (Felicia Cole’s grandmother), Bud Fry, Robbie Gandy, Donna Greeson, Maria 

Griffin, Betsy Grillo, Danny Hall, Walter Henson (cousin of Vara Cox), Cathy Isaacs, Michael 

Johnson, Molly O'Tuel Johnson, Catherine Kresken, David Layton (husband of Charlotte 

Layton), Brad Mack, Dennis Makool, Ryan Marion, Sheri Martin, Donna Mellen, Julienne 

Murray, Michael John O'Neal, Deb Parker, Tim Patton, Michael Blair Potter (son of Dottie 

Stultz), Jo Roberson, Holly Roberts, Pamela Muñoz Roberts, Martin Robertson, Bill Rogers, Pat 

Russell, The Rev. Mike Schnatterly, Scott Shearin, Laura Shinn, Donald Smith and family, 

Cathy Sternbergh, Alana Stubbs, Patrick Suits, Carol Teasley, Cindy Uzzell, Fred Warnecke, 

Philip Weathersbee, Dorinda Whitty, Gary and Marilyn Williams, Helene and Kirk Williams, 

and Katherine Woody.   
 

Those Serving in the Armed Forces and First Responders:   

Will, Lt. Rick Battle, Sgt. Thomas Earls, Justin Gray, Steve Lynch, Ana and Devin McMahan,  

Michael McNeil, Edward Savich, Dep. Allen Upson, Sgt. David Upson, Maj. Ben Watson, and  

their families.   
 

Please email us at mailto:announcements@stfrancisgreensboro.org with any additions or 

updates to our prayer list. 
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