
 

 

   

        

 

 

 

 
PRELUDE  
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

Officiant:     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

THE GLORIA: Canticle 13, A Song of Praise (S-236) 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 

 

24th Sunday After Pentecost 

                      Nov. 15, 2020  

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear 

them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to 

have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the 

Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” 

then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant 

woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that 

day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the 

day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, 

but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who 

are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put 

on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God 

has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 

Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 

PSALM 123 

   

1    To you I lift up my eyes, * 

to you enthroned in the heavens. 

2  As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, * 

and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

3  So our eyes look to the Lord our God, * 

until he show us his mercy. 

4  Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, * 

for we have had more than enough of contempt, 

5  Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, * 

and of the derision of the proud. 

 



HYMN 680: O God, our help in ages past             

 

 
 

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30 

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property 

to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 

ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and 

traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents 

made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in 

the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and 

settled accounts with them. 

 

Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 

‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said 

to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 

put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  

 

And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 

trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 

things; enter into the joy of your master.’  

 

Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that 

you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 



But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did 

not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the 

bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the 

talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will 

be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 

have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

 

THE HOMILY 

Deacon Matthew Addington 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

All say together. 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Please respond to each bidding with “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Lector: 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may 

be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal 

your glory in the world. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Lector: 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the 

ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another 

and serve the common good. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Lector: 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 

that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others 

and to your honor and glory. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Lector: 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant 

that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he 

loves us. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

 

 

 



Lector: 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 

spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 

bring them the joy of your salvation. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Lector: 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will 

for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share 

with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

{Silence} 

Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: O Lord Most Holy             

      César Franck  

  

O Lord most holy, O Lord most mighty, 

O loving Father, Thee would we be praising alway. 

Help us to know Thee, know Thee and love Thee; 

Father, Father, grant us Thy truth and grace. 

Father, Father, guide and defend us. 

  

Rule Thou our willful hearts, keep Thine our wandering thoughts; 

In all our sorrows, let us find our rest in Thee; 

And in temptation’s hour, save through Thy might power, 

Thine aid O send us; hear us in mercy. 

Show us Thy favor, so shall we live, and sing praise to Thee. 

                        

THE BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God and of his son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. And the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

THE DISMISSAL  
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PRAYER LIST  

OUR PRAYERS are requested for those suffering with the COVID-19 virus, the family 

members and healthcare workers who are taking care of the sick, the grocery workers and 

delivery people who are keeping us fed, and those who are suffering financially.   
 

PRAYERS are also requested for: 
 

Those in Need Of Prayers: 

Baby Ellie Kate, David (father of Dana Johnson), Cynthia and Harmon, Don, Ellie, Keith, 

Kristen, Laura, Nancy and her daughter Emily, Rachel, Ruby, Scott, Shannon, Tim (uncle of 

Rich Cisney), Henrietta Caroline Barber, Kitty Baker and her parents (Francis and Al Brame), 

Brian Beaupre, Kara Bramhall (daughter-in-law of Beth and Jim Bramhall), Joyce Brown, 

Chaloub family, Eleanor (granddaughter of Ken and Claudia Clarke), Teresa Class, Tim Cole, 

Fran Collier, Brian Dancy, Emma Fraley (Felicia Cole’s grandmother), Bud Fry, Robbie Gandy, 

Donna Greeson, Maria Griffin, Betsy Grillo, Danny Hall, Walter Henson (cousin of Vara Cox), 

Cathy Isaacs, Michael Johnson, Molly O'Tuel Johnson, Catherine Kresken, David Layton 

(husband of Charlotte Layton), Brad Mack, Dennis Makool, Ryan Marion, Sheri Martin, Donna 

Mellen, Julienne Murray, Michael John O'Neal, Deb Parker, Tim Patton, Michael Blair Potter 

(son of Dottie Stultz), Jo Roberson, Holly Roberts, Pamela Muñoz Roberts, Martin Robertson, 

Bill Rogers, Pat Russell, The Rev. Mike Schnatterly, Scott Shearin, Laura Shinn, Donald Smith 

and family, Cathy Sternbergh, Alana Stubbs, Patrick Suits, Carol Teasley, Cindy Uzzell, Fred 

Warnecke, Philip Weathersbee, Dorinda Whitty, Gary and Marilyn Williams, Helene and Kirk 

Williams, and Katherine Woody.   
 

Those Serving in the Armed Forces and First Responders:   

Will, Lt. Rick Battle, Sgt. Thomas Earls, Justin Gray, Steve Lynch, Ana and Devin McMahan,  

Michael McNeil, Edward Savich, Dep. Allen Upson, Sgt. David Upson, Maj. Ben Watson, and  

their families.   
 

Please email us at mailto:announcements@stfrancisgreensboro.org with any additions or 

updates to our prayer list. 
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