
  

 

  
My Dear Franciscan Friends, 

 

Not long ago I saw the movie ‘Contagion’ starring Matt ‘Bourne’ Damon. The 

film describes the incredibly swift spread of a deadly pandemic disease. At almost 

the same pace fear and anxiety spread along with grief for those who died leading 

to mass hysteria. A multiplicity of interests collided. Homeland Security worried 

about terrorism. A variety of prejudices surfaced around the world spawned by 

past wounds and present fears.  All of these ingredients mingled with destructive 

self-interest to create a cauldron of insecurity and instability. 

 

As I reflect on the experience of watching the film, my mind moves to another 

kind of ‘contagion.’ It too is very contagious. It occurs, as Henri Nouwen writes in 

his book Lifesigns, “when men and women have a deep sense of their value…

because they are in touch with the life giving quality of their existence.” Henri goes 

on to say that because joy begets joy and peace begets peace the fecundity of these 

people brings into our consciousness the awareness of a holy contagion within all of 

us. 

 

Signs of life are all around us and in us. We carry the fertile seeds of God’s love in our hearts and plant them 

wherever we cast them. A 9 year old once taught me a truth intended or not in the parable of the seeds when she 

said, “Fr. Michael, even the birds of the air are hungry and God loves them, right? So the seeds tossed onto the 

path are not wasted. The birds aren’t stealing, they are eating!” 

 

The truth of my little teacher has stayed with me; yes our actions can carry unintended creativity, yes indeed! 

There is though, another school in which we all need to spend some time: the one room schoolhouse of God’s 

sense of our own worth. The Latin word “schola” means free time while the English verb “to teach” comes from 

the Latin word “ducare” to lead out. These words string together a chain of truth. Our teachers unleash the truth 

within us while truth sets us free to embrace the wonderful gift of life that God sowed within us. As the little one 

might say, “God never wastes the seeds of love cast onto our path.” 

 

So let it never be said of us, “I piped for you, but you would not dance.” Instead may the memory of us be, 

“When the music started the wild dance of joy spread from us to others and back again!” Dance in the freedom 

of the wild and contagious dance of God. 

 

   Peace, 

   Michael+ 

February 2012 

MICHAEL MOULDEN 
RECTOR 
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2012 Diocesan Convention Report 

 

The Convention was one full of great energy and guidance by the Holy Spirit. We met in 

Winston-Salem on January 20-21. In attendance were: The Revs. Michael Moulden and Robert 

Black (clergy); Bill Sternbergh, Cathy Sternbergh, Emily Ragsdale, Kitty Baker, and Bruce 

Barnes (delegates); Al Kamperman, and Lynn McNair (alternates); and Tyler Black (guest).  
 

Here are some of the highlights: 
 

 We began on Friday with some of the opening business of the Convention before hearing 

Bishop Michael Curry’s pastoral address. It was a powerful, hope filled, and mission ori-

ented message. Last year, Bishop Curry introduced us to the concept of living in Galilee, a 

metaphor for a diverse, pluralistic, ever changing landscape. It was to Galilee that the Risen 

Lord sent his followers; as the angel said “[Jesus] is going ahead of you to Galilee, there 

you will see him.” This year, Bishop Curry built on that theme and invited us to consider how we, as a Church and 

people of faith, can thrive in Galilee. He shared a Scottish poem with us- 

O that it might be said of me, 

surely thy speech betrayeth thee, 

thou wast with Jesus of Galilee. 
 

This poem tells the story of Peter, who denied Jesus on the eve of his crucifixion. Bishop Curry charged the Dio-

cese of North Carolina to be accused of being with Jesus. Curry also announced a Diocesan-wide book study dur-

ing the season of Easter with Diana Butler Bass; should be a great opportunity for us all. It was a wonderful ad-

dress and I would urge you all to watch it or read the transcript (link below). 
 

 We then had a town hall meeting with the Presiding Bishop, the Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori. She 

showed her deep commitment to her office as she graciously responded to questions on a variety of topics such as 

the Anglican Communion, the Episcopal Church’s unique vantage point in Christianity, and her own personal ex-

periences of serving as the Presiding Bishop. 
 

 The evening then concluded with a wonderful Eucharist at St. Paul’s with the Presiding Bishop preaching about 

our call to be mountains of God’s reign. Again, well worth listening to or reading. 
 

 Saturday began with some legislative business (for a full rundown, follow the link). The financial report showed 

that the Diocese is in a healthy and well managed state. Some interesting issues ahead, especially in light of the 

upcoming 2012 General Convention of the Episcopal Church in Indianapolis this summer, include health-care par-

ity in the church workplace, access to Holy Communion, and exploring the sustainability of our current structures 

of being a large denomination. We also approved the election at the 2013 NC Convention of a Bishop Suffragan, 

because Bishop Gregg will be moving on and further episcopal assistance will be needed in the Diocese. Also, the 

Rev. Robert Black was elected to serve on Diocesan Council. 
 

 The Presiding Bishop then offered her keynote address in which she reflected on how the life of the Christian is the 

life on the road- meaning that in order to live and proclaim the Good News, we must always be a pilgriming peo-

ple, traveling to new places and undergoing new experiences. 
 

For more information about Convention, please visit:  

http://www.episdionc.org/Diocese/governance-convention.html 

For more information about the Easter book study, please visit 

http://beyondourdoors.dionc.org/book-study.html 
 

Blessings, 

The Rev. Robert Black 
 

F R O M  R E V .  R O B E R T  B L A C K   

ROBERT BLACK 
ASSISTANT RECTOR 

http://www.episdionc.org/Diocese/governance-convention.html
http://beyondourdoors.dionc.org/book-study.html
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What do four cows, two donkeys, six shepherds, four wise men, six angels, eight youth readers, an angelic choir, one 

choir master, one organist and countless volunteers have in common?  They all participated in  this year’s Christmas 

pageant, “Entering the Mystery.”  That’s obvious. 

 

What’s not obvious is how each of our children became the parts they played.  How does that happen?  How does a 

young Caroline embody Mary’s grace.  How does Harrison walk with Joseph’s strength?  By what Holy intervention 

does a quiet Kimmy become the transcendent Gabriel?  How do shepherds of such tender age become aware of their 

flock, and focus on a single illuminated star?  By what means do the humblest of creatures, cows, donkeys and sheep, 

process with such confident abandon?  Our four magi adored the Christ child; the angels radiated a distinct luminosity 

reserved for  Holy eves. 

 

Other things are not so obvious.  Each of our readers, Callie, Erik, Halle, Bailey, Grace, Taylor and Zack… redefined 

“cool” and became leaders in the eyes of each child in the pageant, setting an example for future lay readers. 

 The wonder in a child’s heart, not in anticipation of Santa’s bounty, but in the mystery of the Word made flesh became 

real during this year’s Christmas Pageant.  Fellowship among our children and youth became real during this year’s 

Christmas pageant. 

 

This is the grace of God in the miracle of Christmas. 

Susan Elam 

S U S A N  E L A M  

2011 Christmas Pageant 
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Y O U T H  A C T I V I T I E S  

Bowling  

 The parish ended 2011 on a positive financial note, with contributions slightly higher than anticipated and ex-

penses slightly lower. 

 The vestry projects that 2012 contributions will total $624,000. Expenses are estimated to be $640,000. 

 The day school revenue and expenses are on target for the current school year. The school is planning fundraisers 

and summer camps for 2012. 

 The property committee is accomplishing remedies for pest infestations in the organ and parish hall. The access 

ramp near the front of the church is being repaired. 2012 projects will include the demolition of Claire Cottage 

and kudzu management at the rear of the campus. All are encouraged to assist as able with parish workdays on 

March 3 and 17. Approximately 30 community garden plots will be available for 2012. 

 Opportunities for volunteer service exist on the human resources committee, the Urban Ministry food drive, Stop 

Hunger Now project and Crop Walk campaign.  Please contact Mariana Newton [email: mnewton3@triad.rr.com; 

phone: 292-4598] for more information. 

V E S T R Y  H I G H L I G H T S  

Ice Skating 

mailto:mnewton3@triad.rr.com
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T R E A S U R E R ’ S  R E P O R T  

LARRY UPSON 

The PRELIMINARY and Unaudited results for December and the 2011 Year 

are noted below. 

We had another financially successful year at St. Francis.  Admittedly, I was skeptical with ten days remaining in 

December, but the last three days restored my confidence.  There are many reasons we arrived at where we needed to 

be at the end of the year.  I will not cover all of them, but will highlight some of the more important factors why we 

finished with a modest surplus.    

 

Revenue received in December represented 17% of the entire year.  The overall gain in revenues was largely due to 

“Pledges Future Years” received.  Parishioners paid their 2012 pledges in December 2011.  Our regular estimates of 

Pledges Current Year and Non-Pledge revenues offset each other for the year.  So, we must re-examine how we fore-

cast those two important items as we complete the 2012 budget. 

Expenses as shown above provided us a favorable variance of more than $28,000.  How did we overestimate by al-

most 5%?   

 

The easy answer to the question is found in the category of Total Personnel Costs.  First, we estimated the cost of 

Worker’s Compensation to be about $6,000.  In fact, the actual cost was only about ¼ of the estimate and the church 

received two refunds from prior years resulting from Worker’s Compensation audits; net saving to St. Francis was 

more than $7,000.  We’ll do better with the estimate in 2012. 

 

The second item was a result of Michael’s medical time off for treatment.  Michael was paid his full salary and all of 

his benefits during the year; Disability Insurance provided by the Diocese reimbursed St. Francis some of his salary 

not to exceed $1,000 per week.  In all, St. Francis received slightly more than $15,000 during the term of his absence.   

 

Finally, a number of personnel moves were done to help consolidate some staff, program and contract services.  This 

helped provide an additional $6,000 in savings. 

 

This new year of 2012 will be interesting.  Our budgeted costs from 2011 will be roughly the same in 2012 as men-

tioned at the Forum on January 29, 2012.  There will be some shifting around within the categories; it will depend 

largely upon how revenues are finally decided.   

 

Peace.   

Larry Upson 

December 12 Months of Budget

Accounts 2011 2011 Budget Variance

Actual Year To Date This Year Gain/(Loss)

Revenues

Total Revenues 109,142$          630,478$             620,252$        10,226$              

Expenses

Total Expenses 49,757              610,793               639,209          28,416                
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D A Y  S C H O O L  

The Day School is now accepting registrations for the 2012/2013 school year for children ages 18 months to 5 years. 

Parishioners are eligible for a 10% tuition discount.  Please contact Rae or Kit at dayschool@stfrancisgreensboro.org 

if you have any questions or would like to schedule a tour.  

 
 

Child’s full name: ________________________________________________________ 

 

Child’s birthday: _________________________ (Must be class age by August 31, 2012.) 

 

Check one: _____ male     _____ female 

 

Please indicate your first and second choice. 

 

_____ Toddlers T/Th ($175) 

 

_____ Twos M/W/F ($210)   or     _____ T/Th ($175) 

 

_____ Threes M/W/F ($210) or     _____ T/Th ($175) 

 

_____ Fours M-Th ($235)     or     _____ Pre-K (ages 4 & 5)* M- F ($270) 

                                              *Placement in the Pre-K class is subject to director approval. 

 

 

Parent names: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Street address: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ______________________________________ Zip code: ___________________ 

 

Email address: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Home phone: _______________________ Cell phone: ___________________________ 

 

 

     The registration fee of $50 is due in full at the time of registration. This completed form and the registration fee 

will hold your child’s place for the 2012/2013 school year. Please note that teacher and class placements are based 

upon enrollment. The registration fee is non-refundable. Checks should be made payable to St. Francis Day School 

and our mailing address is 3506 Lawndale Dr., Greensboro, NC 27408. 

 

     In early April, you will receive the SFDS Enrollment Packet and a statement for September 2012 tuition. The 

completed forms and tuition are due May 11, 2012. 

Registration Form 

2012/2013 
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SAVVY SENIORS 
 

Savvy Seniors and all ages, Tuesday Feb. 8 - 

11:45 lunch at Graffiti's, 1:00 "Bodies Revealed" 

at the Natural Science Center of Greensboro. 

This is a striking exhibit of the human body 

and how it works, touring the US, that will 

enlighten, empower and inspire. Our group rate 

is $12 and includes admission to the exhibit 

and the Center's exhibits. For reservations, call 

Carol Mooney at 2824003 or Nancy Baldwin at 

5456829. 

O U T R E A C H  

C H A P T E R S  I N  O U R  L I V E S  

DEATH: 

Robert B. Neill, Sr., grandfather of Kit Hargett and great-grandfather of Lindsey and Dillon 

 

TRANSFERS IN: 

John, Megan, Devin and Lily Barrow from Church of the Epiphany, Eden, NC 

 

TRANSFERS OUT: 

Paula Kapec to St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Winston Salem, NC 

Nicholas, Heather, Collin and Jacob Aherene to Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Greensboro 

2011 CROP Walk  

Final Results  
We want to again thank all the parishioners who either 

donated and/or walked in the 2011 Greater Greens-

boro CROP Walk held last October in downtown 

Greensboro.  This walk raised over $215,000 for hun-

ger needs here in Greensboro and impoverished areas 

around the world.  25% of the proceeds or about 

$54,000 stayed locally in Greensboro.  The remainder 

of the monies went to areas where people sometimes 

only receive a meal every one-to-two weeks.  Studies 

have proven that when people are fed, they have the 

energy to tackle other needs to improve their situa-

tions. 

 

We are particularly proud of St. Francis continually raising the bar each of the past three years with total collec-

tions.  Here is the breakdown of the past four years: 

Year CROP $ Outreach $ Total $ T-shirt $ Overall # Episcopal # Total Donors 

_______ ________  ___________  ________ _________  ___________  ____________  ______________ 

2008 $1,730 $0 $1,730    NA    NA     NA    NA 

2009 $2,798 $0  $2,798   $741    12th    3rd    27 

2010  $3,685 $3,000 $6,685   $665     7th     2nd    46 

2011 $4,792 $2,000 $6,792   $520     6th     1st    83 

Over the past three years we have twice made the largest % gain of organizations in Greensboro.  We have moved 

from 12th to 6th among organizations and 3rd to 1st among Episcopal churches.  We have also seen the number of 

parishioners financially contributing to the CROP Walk increase from 27 to 83.  Hopefully, Outreach Committee 

members see the trend and will continue to support this ministry with increasing matching funds in the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jon & Kate Wallner 
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S T .  F R A N C I S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
A Parish of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina 

The Rt. Rev. Michael B. Curry, Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Albert (Chip) Marble, Assisting Bishop              The Rt. Rev. William Gregg, Assistant Bishop 

P A R I S H  S T A F F  
The Rev. Michael Moulden, Rector 

The Rev. Robert Black, Assistant Rector 

Rae Augustin, Day School Director 

Liz Harvey, Youth Activities 

Susan Elam, Director of Christian Formation 

Sam Doyle, Choir Director 

Pat Copley, Organist 

Jane Woody, Junior Choir Director 

Linda Allgood, Parish Administrator 

Bonnie Thyer, Communications Coordinator 

Linda Lambe, Bookkeeper 

Mike Taylor, Facilities Manager 

Rigoberto Bautista, Custodian 
 

On the web at: www.stfrancisgreensboro.org 

Phone 336-288-4721    Fax 336-288-4760 

St. Francis Day School 336-288-4740 

ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
3506 Lawndale Drive 

Greensboro, NC  27408 

P A R I S H  V E S T R Y  
Mariana Newton (12), Senior Warden   292-4598 

Lynn Sandlin (13), Junior Warden   644-8056  

Jenan Jones Benson (13), Clerk   545-0964 

Bruce Barnes (12), Worship   674-3193 

Martha Shafer (12), Education/Membership   643-0151 

Jennifer Mangrum (13), St. Francis Day School 665-0521 

Keir Davis (13), Fellowship/Parish Life 856-7680  

Lynn McNair (14), Outreach/Service 456-1578 

Midge Spong (14), Congregational Care/HR 638-3059 

Charlie Fetter (14), Property/Facilities 298-3524 

Dick Miller (14), Property/Facilities 668-7787 

Bill Kopald (12), Communication   299-2520 

 

Larry Upson, Treasurer                       547-7966 
 

 

Church office : office@stfrancisgreensboro.org 

The Franciscan Editor:  

Franciscan@stfrancisgreensboro.org 

http://www.stfrancisgreensboro.org

